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The Cmicatt Hiftorte of 

Many chat have at times made moneto me, 

Therefore he hates me. 

Sal. I am fure the Duke will never grant 
This forfeiture to hold. 

%Ant. TbeDukc cannot deny the courfe of Law ; 
For the Commodity that ftrangers have 
With us in Venice, ifit be denyed, 

Will much impeach the juftice of theftate. 

Since thatthc Trade and Profit of the Citie 
Confillcth of all Nations. Therefore go, 

Thefe griefes and Ioffes hath fb bated me 
That 1 ihall hardly fpare a pound of flclh 
To morrow, to my bloudy Creditor. 

Well Iaylcr on, pray God Bajfanioco me 

To fee me pay his debt,and then I care nor. Exeunt. 

Enter Portia, Nerriffa,Lorenzo,Jeflica,W a 
man of North's, 

Ler. Madam, although I Ipeak it in your prefeace, 

Y ou have a noble and a true conceit 
Of gold-like amitie, which appeares moft ftrongly 
In bearing thus the abfence of your Lord. 

But if you knew to whom you fiievv this honour. 

How true a Gentleman you fend reliefc. 

How deerc a Lover of my Lord your husband, 

I know you would be prouder of the worke. 

Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you. 

Por. I never did repent for doing good. 

Nor fhall not now : for in companions 
That do converfe and waft the time together, 

Whofc fonles do beare an equall yoke of love. 

There muft be needs a like proportion 
Ofiyniaments,of manners,and offpirit • 

Which makes me think e that this lAnthonk 
Being the bofbme Lover of my Lord, 

Muft needs be like my Lord. Ifit be fo, 

How little is the coft I have befto wed 






the Merchant of VenUel 

Ifl putchafing the fetnblarce of my foulc ; 

Frotn out the ftate of hellifh cruelty : 

This comes too neere the praifing of my felfe, 

Therefore no more of it . hcere other things 
Ltrenfc I commit into your bands, 

1 he husbandry and mannage of my houfe. 

Untill my Lords returne : for mine own part 
I have toward heaven breath'd a fccrct vow, • 

To livein prayer and contemplation, 

Ontly attended by Nerrijfa here. 

Untill her husband and my Lords returne. 

There is a Monaftery two miles off 
And there we will abide. I do dciirc you 
Not to deny this impofition. 

The which my Love, and iotne neccflitjr 
Now layes upon me. 

Loren. Madame,with all my heart, 

I /hall obey you in all faire commands. 

p or. Mv people do already know my mind. 

And will acknowledge you and Iejfica 
In place of Lord 'Batfanio and my felfe. 

So fere you well till we /hall meet again. 

Lor. Faire thoughts and happy houresattend on you. 
left, I wifti your Lad i (hip all hearts content. 

Tor, I thank you for your wifh,and am well pleafd 
To wi/h it back on you : fure you well lexica. Exeunt. 
Now Baltbafer^s I have ever found thtc honeft true. 

So let me find thee ft ill : take this fame letter. 

And nle thou all th’cndevour of a man. 

In fpeed to Mantua jett thou render this 
Into my coufins hand Doftor Belario , 

And look what notes and garments he doth give thee, 
Biing them 1 pray thee with imagin’d fpeed 
Unto tbeTrant<ft ( to the common Ferry 
Which Tiadcs to Venice ; wafte no time in word 
But get thee gone, I fhall be there before thec. 

"Balt ha. Madam, I go with all convenient fpeed. 

P°n Come on Nerrijf* t \ have workc in hand 
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